
Deep in the Driftless
Exploring the Iowa’s Trout Streams
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Driftless Area
• 24,000 Square Miles

• Missed by the last glacial ice advances

• Characterized by karst topography

• Elevation ranges from 603 to 1719 feet 
ASL

• Over 14,000 miles of trout streams

• Highest concentration of limestone spring 
creeks in the world



Why Iowa?
• Year-round Season



Why Iowa?
• Year-round Season

• More than 50 streams with public access 
and naturally reproducing wild trout 
populations



Why Iowa?
• Year-round Season

• More than 50 streams with public access 
and naturally reproducing wild trout 
populations

• Native wild brook trout



Why Iowa?
• Year-round Season

• More than 50 streams with public access 
and naturally reproducing wild trout 
populations

• Native wild brook trout

• More than 300,000 catchable-sized 
rainbow trout stocked each year



Why Iowa?
• Year-round Season

• More than 50 streams with public access 
and naturally reproducing wild trout 
populations

• Native wild brook trout

• More than 300,000 catchable-sized 
rainbow trout stocked each year

• Streams with brown trout have 
populations that range from 500 to 2,000 
trout per mile (similar to or exceeding 
Wisconsin’s TPM)



Iowa Stream Access 
• Public Lands

• State Parks

• State Forests

• Wildlife Management Areas (WMA)

• Primitive camping permitted

• Private Land with Public Access

• Handshake Agreement

• Permanent Conservation Easement



Popular Iowa Streams
• North & South Bear

• Waterloo Creek

• French Creek

• Bloody Run

• Sny Magill

• Bankston Creek (Middle Fk Little Maquoketa 
River

• “The Mills”

• Richmond Springs (Fenchel Creek)

• Spring Branch Creek



Lesser-Known Gems
• Patterson Creek

• South Pine Creek

• Ensign Hollow

• White Pine Hollow

• Bear Creek (Bixby State Preserve)

• Coldwater Creek

• Pine Spring Creek (Seed Savers Heritage 
Farm)





Upper Iowa River









Mississippi River at Lansing, Iowa



Echo Valley State Park

Waterloo Creek





Shameless self-promotion…
• Descriptions of more than 60 streams

• A section on tackle and techniques

• Easy-to-read hatch charts

• Interactive maps developed in cooperation 
with TroutRoutes app

• Most thorough and informative guidebook 
available on Iowa Driftless

• Available at fly shops and 
troutrunpress.com

Scan Me!
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Interactive Maps
• Challenge to keep maps up to date

• Collaboration with TroutRoutes

• Ground-breaking patent-pending process 
links QR codes with each map to real-time 
interactive maps on TroutRoutes app

• Simply scan the QR code for:
• Turn-By-Turn Directions

• Access

• Easements

• Parking

• Regulations

• Trout species
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Ten Tips for Small-Stream Fishing:
1. Approach With Care.

2. Blend In.

3. Seek the Shade.

4. Stay off the Beaten Path.

5. Change Your Habits.

6. Fish Fine & Far Off.

7. Try Terrestrials All Year.

8. Don’t Come In Out of the Rain

9. Do a Little Bird Watching.

10. Practice Your Casting!





Thank you!
Let’s go fishing in Iowa!


